Elimination of multiple innervation in the developing avian superior oblique muscle (1).
Motor endplates in the developing avian superior oblique muscle first appear on day 18 of incubation. Most of the endplates from this time through hatching (day 27) are innervated by multiple fibers. Each endplate in the post-hatching period is innervated by only one fiber. Time of elimination of multineuronal innervation does not correlate with the time of trochlear neuron loss; the former occurs much later in development. Removal of multiple innervation is therefore, not the cause of the naturally occurring neuron loss.